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Momentum Builds Dramatically in 2012 
Dear Friends of Predator Defense,

Your support has brought us to an amazing place in 2012.  We are closing out the 
year feeling extremely hopeful and grateful, as we are gaining signi�cant momen-
tum on key issues, and it seems to be growing daily. 

If you made a donation this year and did not receive a thank you, please forgive 
us.  We have been far beyond busy.  And we truly are thankful.  We simply could not 
have made the amazing progress we�re sharing without your support.

The wonderful news is that, for the �rst time, not only wildlife advocates, but also 
a number of wildlife management professionals, are calling for Congressional over-
sight hearings on Wildlife Services, the lethal �predator control� program operated 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  On Aug. 4, 2012, the two U.S. Representatives 
we�ve been working with, Peter DeFazio (D-Oregon) and John Campbell (R-California), 
requested both oversight hearings and agency reform, citing the program�s waste of 
federal dollars, harm to ecosystems, and secrecy regarding practices and spending. 

As you likely know, we�ve been the driving force behind a nationwide push for 
exposure and reform of Wildlife Services for years on end, and DeFazio and Campbell 
have promised to move things forward in 2013.  In a word, we are thrilled.  But there 
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Sacramento Bee Indicts  
Wildlife Services, Calls for 
Reform of Agency
We�ve been working for over a year now 
with Tom Knudson, a Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning journalist from the Sacramento Bee, 
on an in-depth exposØ of USDA Wildlife 
Services� out-of-control �predator control� 
program.  These articles have garnered 
nationwide attention and public outrage. 

The following headlines, spanning just 
Apr. 28-Nov.18, 2012, show how the Sac 
Bee�s investigation has progressed:

�The killing agency: Wildlife Services� bru-
tal methods leave a trail of animal death�
�Wildlife Services� deadly force opens  
Pandora�s box of environmental problems� 
�Target and non-target animals often 
su�er� (videos of our work helping victims)
�Suggestions in changing Wildlife 
Services range from new practices to 
outright bans�
�Wildlife Services needs a tight leash� 
 �I can�t believe people think there 
could be adverse consequences to 
these coyote kills...� (editorial cartoon)
�Put pressure on Wildlife Services� 
�M-44s lure animal with smelly bait, kill 
with cyanide� 
�E�orts to investigate Wildlife Services� 
methods continue�  
�Wildlife Services meets with its critics�
�Davis [CA] cuts ties with Wildlife Ser-
vices over coyote killings�
�U.S. wildlife worker�s online photos of 
animal abuse stir outrage�
�Federal Wildlife Services makes a kill-
ing in animal-control business� 
�Reform urged for Wildlife Services�
All articles are available on our website 

at predatordefense.org/USDA.htm. 
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We Are Being Watched!   

Decision-makers and the media are watching the 12 videos we produced and 
released this year.  We encourage you to enjoy the rewards of your contributions.  
Spend some time with adorable coyotes and bobcats, Bella the beautiful husky 
who survived a snare, and more by clicking on the YouTube link on our website.

Introducing �PREDATOR DEFENSE FILMS�

WHO is Predator Defense?  Meet our team inside. 



Bella, Our Ambassador to 
the Western States
Bella, the beautiful husky mix who 
became the victim of a snare set to kill 
wolves deep in Boise National Forest, has 
been traveling the Western states this 
past year in support of our work, happily 
meeting many of you along the way. 

The trap that maimed her was placed 
by the USDA�s Wildlife Services lethal 
predator control program. Bella bit o� 
her own foot in a desperate attempt to 
escape, and later lost her entire leg due 
to trap damage. 

Predator Defense has assisted her own-
er, who saved her, and brought her story to 
thousands in our YouTube video.  Read the 
full story, meet Bella, and watch our video 
interview at predatordefense.org.

Working for Full Victory Over Lethal Traps at OSU Sheep Farm
In March we celebrated a partial victory when Oregon State University (OSU)  
deactivated lethal traps set by Wildlife Services at their sheep farm that were killing 
innocent wildlife and endangering neighborhood pets. 

However, not only is OSU still considering using lethal methods, their inadequate 
gates and broken-down fence line are what actually endanger their sheep, leaving 
them vulnerable to predators.  In other words, the 
snares they previously installed were killing wildlife 
and endangering neighbors� pets without even 
protecting OSU�s sheep!

With a few preventive measures like repairing 
their fence line, securing their gates, and installing 
hotwires, OSU can protect the sheep in their care 
while simultaneously ensuring the safety of people, 
pets and wildlife in their community. They can also 
become a leader in humane animal husbandry. 

We continue to urge OSU to adopt simple pre-
ventive �xes and permanent nonlethal solutions and encourage you to do the same.   
You can help us make this a true victory by donating today. 

Have You Watched our Thrilling Bobcat Rescue?
In February we received a call about a bobcat caught in an illegally set snare on 
private property.  We immediately rushed to the location and found an adult male 
bobcat caught around the torso by a strangling snare.  Fortunately we got there in 
time to save his life by restraining him and cutting him free.  We were rewarded by his 
immediate race for freedom, and�amazingly�we caught all this on video.

While this bobcat was released unharmed, most animals caught in snares and 
traps die from strangulation, blood loss, starvation, dehydration, or exposure to the 
elements and predation from other animals like dogs. They su�er terrible agony for 
days and often chew o� the foot the trap is gripping to get free. One such coyote 
with a missing foot from previous trap injury was found dead in the OSU fence line 
(read story below). 

It is outrageous that the USDA Wildlife Services program and a small number of 
trappers nationwide can endanger pets and wildlife, let alone public safety. It�s time 
for comprehensive, nationwide trapping reform.   

Predator Defense and other organizations have been petitioning the Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife Commission to institute new rules to safeguard the public and protect 
animals from barbaric, body-gripping traps and snares.  We will help launch similar 
e�orts, including ballot measures, to ban trapping in Oregon and other states.   

Our rare video of the bobcat release is an important tool in our work to bring 
about reform and we have been sharing it broadly.  Watch it at predatordefense.org.  
Or go to youtube.com and enter �Predator Defense� and �bobcat� in the search box.
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Our Director to Star in 
NRDC Film, �Wild Things�
A feature documentary on the USDA�s 
ill-advised war on wildlife will debut on 
cable networks next year.  It features 
Brooks Fahy, our executive director, in a 
prominent role.

Cable networks are currently bidding 
for the �lm.  We will notify our members 
as soon as we know the air dates.

Introducing Our Newest 
Film: �The Imperiled  
American Wolf�
An intensive grey wolf slaughter is taking 
place across America, and we are hard at 
work with Predator Defense Films, pro-
ducing a piece which exposes the peril-
ous plight of these iconic predators.  This 
will be our most important �lm to date.  
It features key interviews with our execu-
tive director Brooks Fahy, noted ecologist 
and photographer George Wuerthner, 
and carnivore expert Marc Beko�, as well 
as breathtaking footage of wild wolves 
from wildlife �lmmaker Bob Landis.

BELLA 
Idaho snare survivor

“FREEDOM”  THE BOBCAT 
Oregon snare survivor

ANONYMOUS 
One of many OSU snare victims




